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BLACK MARIA

Hook - Single salmon 4/0 - 10

Tag - Round Silver tinsel

Tail - Golden Pheasant Topping

Rib - Oval Silver Tinsel

Body - Rear half Yellow Floss

   Front half Black Seals Fur

Hackle - Black Cock palmered

Wing - Black Squirrel

Secure the hook in the vice. Run the tying thread down the hook to

opposite the the barb tying in the Round tinsel as you go. Wind the

thread back up to opposite the point. Wind the tinsel forwards for 4-6

turns to create the tag and trim off. Tie in a Golden Pheasant Topping

with an upwards curve for the tail. Tie in lengths of Oval Silver and

Yellow Floss and take the thread up to the middle of the shank binding

in the waste and creating a smooth underbody. Wind the floss in

smooth turns up to this point forming the rear body and tie in. Wind the

oval tinsel in even turns to this point and tie in, trim off the floss but not

the tinsel. Take a pinch of Black Seals fur and dub it onto the thread.

Wind up the hook to the point where you are going to tie in the wing

forming the front body. Select a Black Cock hackle, the fibres should

just reach the hook point, and prepare it by pulling off the downy fibres

at the base. Tie in by the base at the eye of the hook, dull side to rear.

Take 2 close turns at the head and then palmer it down the body with

even open turns over the seals fur only. Keep tension on the hackle and

take the trailing end of tinsel in the other hand. Now with a quick sawing

motion, so that you don’t trap the feather fibres, wind it up to the head of

the hook through the hackle in even turns, this cross wraps the hackle

and traps it in multiple places for strength. Tie in and trim off the waste.

Select and prepare a bunch of Black Squirrel Tail and tie in so that it

just reaches the end of the tail. Wind some turns of thread to secure

and trim off the butts in a taper. Put a drop of thin varnish on the waste

roots and bind down tightly. Form a neat small head and whip finish. Do

not allow any of the varnish to leach into the wing or hackle. Now apply

several coats of thin clear varnish to produce a smooth shiny head.




